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Abstract

This study aims to identify the reality of social protection of Yemeni women in the health field. It has investigated

the social protection systems in the republic of Yemen provided to women throughout their life circle and provided
a brief overview about the currentsituation in relation to the context of health system. The study has used a survey
with a questionnaire to collect the data. It also used descriptive and comparative methods in the analysis and used
a. It has concluded that the constitution and the laws have given Yemeni women economic independence, social
protection, and access to health care butin practical reality, it has demonstrated a low proportion of women in the
workforce compared to men. In addition, it has demonstrated that of the total personnel within the workforce, there
was a gender gap and a difference in the gender parity index, and the majority of workers in Yemen were in the
unorganized sectors, with no social protection, paid sick leave, or annual leave. The study has also demonstrated
that most women were working in the unorganized sector where the poverty is intensified among families headed
by women and intensified with the rise in the number of children. In addition, the illiteracy rate among women

.was more than one-third higher than that of men in all age groups

The study has found that the Yemeni laws related to social protection in the health sector emphasized the

provision of many preventive and curative healthcare services to children and mothers during pregnancy and
delivery. These laws also organized the services of care during pregnancy, abortion, counseling, testing, and
treatment of patients with the immune deficiency virus (HIV), as well as the treatment of chronic diseases. These
laws ensured services for abused women, disabled women, and the elderly. However, the reality was different
as the health system had poor financial and human resources. The medical service system is fragment due to
corruption and weak governance. The analysis of the pre-war situation has demonstrated how weak the health
system was, regarding maternal and child healthcare, as well as a decrease in the general governmental spending
on health. Health care financing in Yemen depends heavily on direct personal spending. After the start of war,
we have found that the situations and the war have affected social protection services in Yemen negatively. The
absence of the role of state made the donor countries and the international organizations replace the government
to fund the health care programs entirely. The study concluded with a number of suggestions: the obligations
to end the war because its effects were dire for citizens, the government must fulfill its duties in providing basic
health services based on the principle of health care throughout the life circle (childhood, adolescence, puberty,
pregnancy, childbirth, postpartum), activating the social welfare law and updating the list of beneficiaries whose

.numbers are increasing because of the war and other reasons
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